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As we turn our calendars to December, we begin the season of preparation 
for Jesus’ coming into the world and into our lives. However, Advent 
is not only a time in which we wait for the Lord to come to us; we are 
reminded today that our lives should be a journey as well, a journey 

to God. Even as we prepare for the Lord’s coming at Christmas, let us 
also continue walking our own path to the Lord.
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Cycle A -- Reflections on the Readings 

First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 
24:37-44 

Theme: Jesus is coming: Prepare! 

This new liturgical year beginning with the season of Advent is an invitation 
for us to get our bearings in life and refocus our energies on things that really 
matter. The responsible task for all of us is to pull together the pieces of our 
fragmented existence and center our lives on God. Life for many is just 
falling apart and we in our age seem to be caught up in the whirlpool of 
changes which come so fast that they almost overwhelm us. 

Time is central to the Christian celebration of Advent. This season reminds us 
that the mystery of faith is not complete until Jesus' Second Coming (the 
Parousia).  

The question of the Parousia also comes up in the excerpt from Matthew's 
gospel. Vigilance is demanded because the Second Coming has no 
"estimated time of arrival." Lest anyone become indifferent about the need 
to prepare, three short parables are offered. 

Contemporaries signs  

Noah's contemporaries were so caught up in everyday affairs that they 
failed to take precautions against the flood.  

The two pairs of workers appear the same, but the Final Judgment will bring 
out such great differences that one will be chosen and the other left 
behind. The thief does not announce his arrival; in the same way the 
Parousia will be sudden and unexpected.
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Putting our house in order 

The readings challenge us to adopt a timetable in which the seemingly 
distant second coming becomes an event that gives purpose and 
energy to our breath. 

Paul in today’s reading tells us that the time has come for us to wake up 
and to restructure our lives. “Live decently”, he tells us. No drunken orgies, 
no promiscuity and no jealousy”. In other words, we are to change our 
lifestyles very radically, put on the armor of the Lord Jesus Christ centered 
on God. “Come” let us go to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of 
Jacob that he may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths. 
This is why the psalmist echoes our excitement at this prospect as we sing, 
“I rejoiced when I heard them say let us go to the house of the Lord. 

Set our priorities right  

In fact, the whole season of Advent is a wonderful time to get our 
bearings and set our priorities. 

We can make this season very enriching and satisfying for us: 

➢ By spending extra time in prayer and meditation. 

➢ By questioning ourselves on the deeper meaning of our lives and 
our relationship with society and the world. By making time for 
ourselves to focus and refocus ourselves on God, the Ground of 
our being, the center point of our lives. 

➢  By making time for ourselves to focus and refocus ourselves on 
God, the Ground of our being, the center point of our lives.  

➢ Our great care must be, that, whenever our Lord comes, he does 
not find us sleeping, secure in ourselves,off our guard,  To Pg.4……..
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➢ indulging ourselves in ease and laziness, mindless of our work 
and duty, and thoughtless of our Lord's coming; ready to say, He 
will not come, and unready to meet him.  

During the coming week, let us embrace a spiritual attitude so that 
the Season of Advent may become something special for us. May 
Advent be a true moment of preparation for each and every one 
of us in the expectation of the coming of Jesus at Christmas, at 
death, or at the last coming of the Lord, which ever may come first? 
Let us pray for the grace during this season of waiting to stay awake 
till our Lord comes. That he finds us worthy and blameless.

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW IN THE ADVENT 
SEASON  Advent is the season when Christians 
make spiritual preparation for the coming of 
Jesus Christ at Christmas. Celebrating with an 
Advent wreath is a meaningful custom in 
many Christian traditions. 

History of the Advent Wreath  
The Advent wreath is a circular garland of evergreen branches 
representing eternity. On that wreath, four or five candles are typically 
arranged. During the season of Advent, one candle on the wreath is lit 
each Sunday as a part of the Advent services. Each candle represents 
an aspect of the spiritual preparation for the coming of the Lord. 

Symbolism of the Advent Wreath Candles  
Set on the branches of the Advent wreath are four candles: three 
purple candles and one pink candle. A more modern tradition is to 
place a white candle in the center of the wreath.  These candles 
represent the coming of the light of Christ into the world.
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Prophecy Candle  
On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple candle is lit. This candle is 
typically called the "Prophecy Candle" in remembrance of the 
prophets, who foretold the birth of Christ. This first candle represents 
HOPE or expectation in anticipation of the coming Messiah. 
Bethlehem Candle ——-On the second Sunday of Advent, the second 
purple candle is lit. This candle typically represents LOVE. Some 
traditions call this the "Bethlehem Candle," symbolizing Christ's Manger: 
"This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger." (Luke 2:12, NIV) 

Shepherds Candle ——-On the third Sunday of Advent the pink, or 
rose-colored candle is lit. This pink candle is customarily called the 
"Shepherds Candle," and it represents JOY: And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:8–11, NIV 

 Angels Candle ——The fourth and last purple candle, often called the 
"Angels Candle," represents Peace and is lit on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent.Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests." (Luke 
2:13–14, NIV)   
                  
Christ Candle ——On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit. This 
candle is called the "Christ Candle" and represents the life of Christ that 
has come into the world. The color white represents PURITY. Christ is the 
sinless, spotless, pure Savior. Those who receive Christ as Savior are 
washed of their sins and made whiter than snow (Isaiah 1:18, NIV).
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In the Catholic Church, Advent is a 
period of preparation, extending over 
four Sundays, before Christmas.  The 
word Advent comes from the Latin 
advenio, "to come to," and refers to 
the coming of Christ. This refers, first of 

all, to our celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas; but second, to the 
coming of Christ in our lives through grace and His second coming at the 
end of time.    

Our preparations, therefore, should have all three comings in mind. We 
need to prepare our souls to receive Christ worthily. 

DO WE NEED TO FAST?  

That's why Advent has traditionally been known as a "little Lent." As in 
Lent, Advent should be marked by increased prayer, fasting, and good 
works.  

Traditionally, all great feasts have been preceded by a time of fasting, 
which makes the feast itself more joyful. Sadly, Advent today has 
supplanted by "the Christmas shopping season," so that by Christmas Day, 
many people no longer enjoy the feast. 

CHANGES DURING ADVENT 

 During Advent, priests wear purple vestments, and the Gloria ("Glory to 
God") is omitted during Mass. The only exception is on the Third Sunday of 
Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday when priests can wear rose-colored 
vestments.
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The Advent season is filled with preparation and expectation. Everyone is getting ready 
for Christmas — shopping and decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we 
are so busy with the material preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our 
activity: the Word made flesh coming to dwell among us. Christians are urged to 
preserve the spiritual focus of Christmas amidst the prevailingly secular and consumer-
driven society.

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us strive to keep Advent a season 
of waiting and longing, of conversion and hope, meditating often on the incredible love 
and humility of our God in taking on flesh of the Virgin Mary. In our shopping and 
baking, let us remember to purchase and prepare something for the poor. When we 
clean our homes, let us distribute some of our possessions to those who lack many 
necessities. While we are decking the halls of our homes, let us not forget to prepare a 
peaceful place in our hearts wherein our Savior may come to dwell.
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HOLY HUMOR  

A pastor’s wife was preparing pancakes for her young sons.  
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their 
Mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. If Jesus were sitting here, 
He would say, "Let my brother have the first pancake. I can wait."  

The oldest boy turned to his younger brother and said, "You be Jesus."

In two weeks, Dec. 15, St. Mary’s will 
host the Holiday Dinner.
Each church is ask to provide 3 salads 
and 2 desserts.  
There is a signup sheet in the back.  
If you could bring your dish on Sunday 
morning before mass.
We would appreciate any volunteer help  

that is available!
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Christmas Flowers 2019

If you have a loved one that you would like to donate flowers 
for  in their name, please let Anne or Cheryl know,

The Capital Campaign Thanks & Recognition 
Team would like to use artwork drawn by Religious 
Education students to create note cards. 

• The folded note cards will be 4.25”x5.5”. 
• The direction of the artwork can be vertical 

(portrait) or horizontal (landscape).   
• The artwork may depict gratitude, St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church, etc. 
• The artwork can be shrunk, if needed, to fit 

the 4.25”x5.5” size required for the front of 
the note card as shown at the right. 

• We will print the artist’s name and age on the 
artwork, so be sure to include the student’s 
name and age with the artwork. 

We need the artwork returned ASAP and no later 
than December 8.  Please submit artwork via email to 
cheryljphil@gmail.com (preferably) or in person to 
Angie Sheldon or Kathy Moody. 

We look forward to receiving artwork from students 
of all ages.  Artwork may be featured in St. Mary’s 
Church bulletins, on note cards, and/or on future 
fundraiser items. See examples at right…………
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St. Mary’s Christmas events……………………. 
Dec. 1— Pageant practice following mass 

Dec. 4 —Adoration 5:30-6:30——No Mass 

Dec. 8— Children’s Mass at parish house w/ Fr. Raphael 
                Adults will have mass upstairs w/ visiting priest officiating 
                   Biscuits and gravy 
                       Pageant practice following mass 
Dec. 9—Conception of Blessed Mary Mass @ 6 p.m. 

Dec. 15—Holiday Dinner @ St. Mary’s 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
                Pageant practice following mass 

Dec. 22—Christmas Pageant   
                St. Mary’s service @ the Ambassador w/ Christmas Pageant 
                Following mass 

Dec. 24—Christmas Vigil Mass @ 7:00 p.m. 
  
Dec. 29—Renewal & Blessing Mass

         Readings for the week of 12–1–19

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/ Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 1]/Rom
 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

Monday:  Is 4:2-6/Ps122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11   
        
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118: 1 and 8-9. 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19 [cf. 7]/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12
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ST. MARYS HAPPENINGS

Greg Andersen
Grady Secht
Reese Kemp

James Dowling
LeRoy Herscheid

 Noah Howe
Mary Lou Miller
Dottie Dankof

Isacc Durr
Robert & Nancy Dalton

Todd Quick
Verona Mitchell

Joel Loggins
Kenneth Russell

Bill Long
Henry Johnsen

         Lawrence DuBois
Angie Witter-Childers

Pat Sheldon
Joe Kirk

Tim Konecny
Esther McCowan

Shawn Collins
Drake Travis
Martha Gude
Gloria Green
Larry Dalton

Vickie Graham
Glen Whitehead
Ronda Shirley
Zayne Osborn
Marty Weston

PRAY FOR THOSE 
SERVING IN  

THE MILITARY 

CHRIS HINES 

JOSH SIMMONS 

JACOB ANDERSON 

JUSTIN PHILLIPS 

DERRICK HUBARD 

STEVEN ANDERSON 

COLBY MCGINLEY 
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12-1— Marvel Travis 


 12-3—Joe Whitehead


 12-4— Andrew Welch 

12-5 —June Van Scyoc 

12-6 —Cora Hirner 

12-4-Jim & Cheryl Owen  

12-7-Henry & Helen Martin  

12-13-Dean & Shelly Mount  

12-26-Dan & Lori Goodman  

12-27-Marty & Ruth Paper 
 
12-29-Jeff & Lisa Phillips 

Your 
Contributions

November 24, 2019

Tithes-$1276.00
Plate-$81.00

Coffee—$20.00

Thank You!!!

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY



2019
December 1 

1st Sunday of  
Advent 

8:30

December 8 

2nd Sunday of  
Advent 

8:30 

Children’s 
Mass

December 15 

3rd Sunday of  
Advent 

8:30 

December 22 

4th Sunday of  
Advent 

8:30 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

7:00 

Greeters 
and Ushers

Richard & 
Linda  

Dewhirst

Jim & Ruth  
Flokes

Marty & 
Carolyn Maher

Vince & Susan 
Hilton

Joe & Robbie  
Travis

Eucharist 
Ministers

Robbie Travis 

Vince Hilton

Anne  
Hendrickson 

Dan Goodman

Joe Travis 

Annie  
Wakefield

Denny Travis 

Bill Green
Dan, Vince, 

Rich & Denny

Servers
Brady Hutt 

Isaac Hutt
TBA

Emily Hutt 

Alyssa Dowling

Keeley Mount 

Ryan Roberts

Garett Phillips 

Brady Hutt

Lector Mark Gude
  

High School Rick Jamison Dave Dowling Linda Dewhirst

Mass Setup Rosie Joe Rosie Joe Rosie

Cantor Kim/Evan Kim-Upstairs 

Kate/Cara 
Cora/Cora

Beth/Amelia
Kim/Evan TBA

Accompanist Donna Nancy-Upstairs 

Cale/Nichole 
Joseph/Emily

Nancy
Donna TBA

Coffee and 
Donuts

John & Joyce  
Travis

Youth Biscuits 
 and Gravy

ICC  
Holiday Dinner

Shane & 
 Connie  
Smith

Fellowship 
 Gathering

Wash Linens Marilyn Gude Marilyn Gude Marilyn Gude Marilyn Gude Marilyn Gude

PASTOR PASTORAL ASSISTANT BOOKKEEPER
DIRECTOR OF FAITH 

FORMATION

Fr. Raphael Assamah 
712-246-1718 

712-246-8876 (c) 
e-mail 

max.assamah@yahoo.com

Cheryl Phillips 
712.382.2668 (h) 
712-350-0169 (c) 

cheryljphil@gmail.com  

Anne Hendrickson 
Bookkeeper 

712.382.2432 (h) 
712.350.0368 (c)

Scott Mayberry 
712.374.3300(h)  
712.370.3247(c)
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